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Minister of Indian Affairs U T Ministre des Affaires .
and Northern Devalopment  aai=iis indiennes et du Nord canadien

Ottawa, Canads K14 OH4

Juk - 4 2000

Mr. Phil Fontaine

Assembly of Firet Natione

1 Nicholas Straet, Suite 1002
OTTAWA ON V7P 3J3

Griginal on e

| amn writing in response to the proposal you tablad with my officials on May 8, 2000,
calling for the establishment of a panel of experts to raview the comprehansive claims
policy, It Is also to follow-up on your May 5, 2000, letter to which the Prime Minister
replied on June 7, indicating that | will be respanding on his behaif and aiso to your
latter of June 26, 2000.

Dear Mr. Fontaine:

The Supreme Court of Canada in the Deigamuukw decision shed mare light on
Abariginal title and lent it suppert to nagotiations as the way to rescive iasues of
Aboriginal title. While the Government of Canada is not in a position to recognize,
implicitly or explicitly, site specific Aboriginal titie a priori, | beileve our policy of sasking
negotiated resolutions of outstanding issues of Aberiginal titie is consistent with the
Delgarmuukw decision and the law generally.

After having reviewad your proposai thoroughly, | maintain my view that the
comprehensive claims policy is sufficiently flexible to accommaodate the concems of
First Natlons. As | mentioned on several occasions, | am not willing to contemplate a
major review of the comprehensive claims policy at the nationai level at this time. My
view ie that the negotiation procesas, at each of our tables acroes the country, where the
uhique circumstances of each claim can be taken into account, is the best way to
resolve outstanding Issues of Aboriginal tights and title. Furthermare, since most
settlernents have to involve provinces and tasritories, we find that most real change can
often only oceur at the tables where provincial or territorial governments participate. |
ramain convinced that the individual negotiation tables as well as the regional
processes which are in place acfoss the country, such as the ohe we have with the
British Columbia Summit, the proposed made-in-Atlantic process with the Mi'kmaq of
Nova Scotia, the scoping-out exercise | proposed to the Algonguins of Quabec and the
approach being developed with the Innu - Montagnals of Mamuitun, bear the best
chanoae to find mutually agresabls approaches to mast the nesds and intereste of all
parties.
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am alwaye laoking forward to creative approaches to issues raised by
:ll\boriginargmups.gl am convincad that, with the good will of all, innovative solutions
can be found to resolve issues in a mutually satisfactory manner.

| ook forward to our continuing dialogue on mattara affecting Firet Nations.

Yours sincerely,




